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ECHINOCOCCUS RUDOLPHI, 1801 (CESTODA): PROPOSED 
CONFIRMATION OF ENTRY ON THE OFFICIAL LIST. 
Z.N.(S.)1 157 

By the Secretary, International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
(CIOMS Case No. 2) 



The same reasons why the Commission should give urgent attention 
to the case of Hymenolepis Weinland, 1858 (see pp. 72-73) apply also to the 
case of Echinococcus Rudolphi, 1801: the entry in Opinion 84 placing this 
name on the Official List was found to be defective in 1958 (when the Name 
Number 283 was allotted to it); and the name figures in the CIOMS list of 
human parasitic diseases. 

2. The full entry for Echinococcus in Opinion 84 reads as follows: 

1 Echinococcus Rudolphi, 1801a, 52-53, type granulosus (in sheep; 

Europe).’ 

Echinococcus was described by Rudolphi, 1801, Archiv Zool . (Wiedemann), 
vol. 2(1), pp. 52-53 and 55 for the parasitic worms divided by Goeze into 
Taenia visceralis, cerebrina, multiceps and Taenia visceralis socialis g ranulosa. 
Neither of those specific names is available, since both are polynomial. 
Rudolphi did not designate a type species nor clearly indicate which of 
Goeze’s species he regarded as valid. However, Taenia granulosa' is always 
cited as the type species. It was first formally so designated by Stiles & 
Stevenson, 1905, Bull. Bur. Anim. Ind. U.S. Dept. Agric., vol. 80, p. 13 as 
‘Taenia visceralis socialis granulosa ’. That designation under a polynominal 
name cannot be accepted as valid. 

3. The specific name granulosa was first made available, in the 
binomen Hydatigena granulosa, by Batsch, A. G. C., 1796, Naturgeschichte 
der Bandwurmgattung (Halle), pp. 87-88. By his synonymic reference to 
‘Gotze, p. 258’ he shows that he is referring to the nominal species described 
by Goeze, 1782, Versuch Naturg. Eingeweidewurmer , pp. 42, 192, 258. The 
species is cited as ‘Echinococcus granulosus (Batsch, 1786)’ in two recent 
authoritative reference works: Yamaguti, 1959, Sy sterna Helminthum, vol. 
2, p. 442, and Wardle & Mcleod, 1952, Zoology of Tapeworms, p. 391. 

4. Echinococcus Rudolphi, 1801 is clearly to be regarded as a genus 
established without any included species, since none were then cited under 
available names (Art. 69a(i)). The species (or one of those species) first 
subsequently referred to it must therefore be the type species. The first sub- 
sequent reference of species to the genus that I have traced is by Rudolphi 
himself. In 1805, Bemerk. Gebiet Naturges., Med. Thierarzneyk. Reise 
Deutschland, Holland, Frankreich, part 2, p. 41, he cited ' Echinococcus 
granulosus mihi’. This is to be read as a citation of Hydatigena granulosa 
Batsch, 1786, which is in consequence the type species of Echinococcus by 
subsequent monotypy. 
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5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is 
accordingly asked: 

(a) to confirm the entry of Echinococcus on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology and to complete it as follows: 
Echinococcus Rudolphi, 1801 (gender: masculine), type species, 
by subsequent monotypy, Hydatigena granulosa Batsch, 1786 
(Name Number 283); 

(b) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the 
specific name granulosa Batsch, 1786, as published in the 
binomen Hydatigena granulosa (specific name of type species 
of Echinococcus Rudolphi, 1801). 



